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“Instruct me, O Jehovah... Unify my heart to fear your name.” 

PSALM 86:11 







of Nablus-now lies between the two moun¬ 
tains. But In Abraham's time, Shechem was in 
this area. When traveling through 5amaria„ Je¬ 
sus witnessed to a woman at “Jacob's fountain 
near Mount Cerizim,,— John dz I -30, 


These two mountains in Samaria are Gerizim 
[leftl and Ebal [right]. After the victory at Ai, 
Joshua built an altar on Mount Ebal. He wrote 
the law on stone and later read it to Israel as¬ 
sembled down below. [Josh, 6:30 35] The city 










Olive trees like these, shimmering over a field 
of wildflcwers, offered beauty and shade, espe¬ 
cially in the hot summer, ( he crop of olives 
that was produced could be eaten raw or pick 


led. But what made such trees particularly val¬ 
uable in Israel was the oil obtained from the 
olives, for it had many uses. The harvested 
olives were beaten to obtain virgin oh. After 


ward, the olives could be pressed in vats with a 
millstone for additional oil, A scene such as this 
press fittingly pictures joyful prosperity.—Lev. 
24:2; Num. 18:27; Joel 2:24; Mark 9 : 42 - 









Moses came to know well the mountain in the 
center. It is understood to be Mount Harsh, also 
known as Mount Sinai, Moses was shepherd 
i ns at its foot when an angel appeared In a 


naming thorn bush. Later, Moses led. Israel to 
camp 'In (rant of the mountain” while he 
JL went up to the true .Cod” where he heard the 
Ten Clrmimandments- Once, while Moses 




mountain for 40 days, Israel gave 
a golden calf, perhaps on the 
ha seen in the foreground.—Ex, 

3, lb; 31:18-37.-. 1 5; 34:28. 






tile area. From here Abraham took his son Isaac 
north to Moriah to offer him in sacrifice. While 
the family still dwelt at Beer sheba, Esau sold 
his birthright to Jacob for a howl of stew, 

—Gen. 21:22-22:9; 25:27-34; 26:15-23. 


This excavated mound, or tell, is Beer-sheba, at 
art Important crossroads on the edge of south¬ 
ern Judah. (Judg, 20: l ] Abraham atid his (ami 
ly resided at Beer-sheba (or years, digging a 
number of Important wells in this dry but ter 




























GELead. a fruitful area easE of the Jordan River, 
wa| blessed with abundant tain, as well as 
heavy dew in the summer. While much of the 
region was forested, its plateaus were well suit 
ed to farming or to raising cattle. Judge jeph 
thah lived in Gilead. He vowed that if God 


helped him to defeat the oppressi ve Ammon¬ 
ites, the first to come out of his home would he 
devoted to Jehovah. Jephthah’s only daughter 
came out to welcome him, and she thereaf ter 
sacrificed normal family life to serve God at the 
tabernacle.—Judg, 11 l. 30-40, 









The Sea of Galilee is some 700 feet below sea 
level. It lies in a basin with higher ground on 
both sides, so visitors to the area often look 
down on this freshwater lake. Its southern end 
is visible here, where the Jordan River exits for 
its journey down the valley toward the Dead 


Sea. Jehovah looked down on this region dor 
ing Jesus’ ministry, certainly approving of 
much of what He saw. (Ps. 14:2; 53;2 } Many 
events of Jesus' ministry occurred on or near 
this sea, such as his choosing fishermen to be¬ 
come "fishers of men."—Mark 1:1 7 ; 4:37-43. 












